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Learning Objectives 

 Upon completion of this lesson the participant will 

be able to 

 

ÅIdentify vacant and abandoned properties 

ÅDescribe and list the crimes or potential opportunities for 

crime taking place on the properties 

ÅEmploy key resources to collaborate within community to 

solve the problem 

ÅDevelop problem solving actions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Abandoned Properties 

A Public Nuisance 

                     

Empowering line officers and community   

   

    

 

 

       ñmake something positive happen!ò  

 



Target Audience 

  This course is intended for Law Enforcement 

   officers whoé 

Å Occupy the front lines  

         - on streets  

         - in neighborhoods 

ÅDeal with properties and citizens 

    who directly deal with negative aspects 

    of abandoned properties  

                 

 

 



     Abandoned Properties 
 

ÅHow is this a concern for modern day law 

enforcement?  Is it a concern? 

 

ÅDistinguishing abandoned properties (yes there 

are differences)    

 

ÅSome effects of abandoned properties 

 

ÅGenerating Action in problem solving process 

 

ÅResource, enforcement, and corrective actions                             



Is This a Concern for Law 

Enforcement? 

                     Quality of Life  
ÅWasted Resources  

ÅLoss of Tax Revenue 

ÅSafety Concerns 

ÅHealth Concerns 

ÅPremise Liability 

ÅGarbage Dumps 

ÅProperty Value 

ÅUnattractive 

ÅNuisance 

 

 

  



Is This a Concern for Law 

Enforcement? 

                           Crime 
ÅNarcotics Use, Sale, Manufacture 

ÅJuvenile Delinquency 

ÅStolen Property 

ÅJuvenile Runaways 

ÅSex Offenders 

ÅTrespassing 

ÅVandalism 

ÅDumping 

ÅBurglary 

ÅProstitution 

 



Magnets for Crime 

 

 

ñéblocks with unsecured [vacant] buildings 

had 3.2 times as many drug calls to police, 

1.8 times as many theft calls, and twice the 

number of violent callsò as blocks without 

vacant buildings Austin Texas NCJ Number: NCJ 145937   

 



Magnets for Crime? 

ÅCrime rates on blocks with open, abandoned buildings 

were twice as high as rates on control blocks without 

open buildings. 

 

ÅOf the open buildings, 83 percent showed evidence of 

illegal use by prostitutes, drug dealers, property criminals 

and others. 

 

ÅForty-one percent of abandoned buildings could be 

entered without the use of force. 

 



What Does it All Mean? 

ÅIt is an activity generator 

 

ÅRepeat calls for service 

 

ÅñBroken Windowsò theory 

 

ÅUnsafe Neighborhoods? 

   Perception is Reality 

 

ÅCity/County governments 

spend millions of tax dollars 

to mitigate and abate                                                    



Define and Distinguish 

ñAbandonedò Properties 

 

What is an abandoned property?  How can I 

tell the ñbadò ones from the ñnot so bad 

ones.ò  Is there such a thing? 

 

 

 


